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SURA BHAKT OF LOYA

Surakhachar of Loya village
means param sakha of Lord
Swaminarayan. He was attached to
his Ishtadev with extraordinary
affection and after meeting Shreeji
Maharaj, he recited satsang
throughout his Life. He was very fat
in body. He tied big turban on his
head differently than other kings.
He was so skilled in speaking, that if
ever any king, tyagi, or yogi-yati was
in front of him, seeing the
opportunity, he would say such
kinds words or sentences that men
standing infront of him would have
to laugh. But he doesn't laugh at all.
Despite being the best friend of
Shreeji Maharaj, he bowed to the
saints of Maharaj by mind, deed
and word. There is no deception or
crookedness in his mind. He was of
such a simple in nature. He faced
many difficulties in his life, but his
patience never wavered.

Once Surakachar was sleeping
in his house in Loya. At that time
thieves came and broke into the
house and stole his big pataaro (big
woodenbox - in olden days people
used to keep money, ornaments
and many valuable things.) Shreeji
Maharaj put such weight in the
pataara that the thieves could not
take it far from the village road,
fearing that everyone would wake
up when it was light, the thieves left
the pataara and ran away. Everyone
passing by saw it and found that
“this belongs to Surakhachar”.
Everyone gave the news to

-Swami Harivadan Dasji -Bhuj

Surakhachar. Sura Bhakt had a habit
of getting up early. So he saw that
Pataara was missing from his
house, but it was found back. Sura
bhakt’s wife Shantaba said: “If our
Pataara was taken by thieves,
nothing would left behind for us.
But by the mercy of Shreeji
maharaj, we found it back without
breaking lock as it was before. So
resolve to use half of that amount
in the service of Shreeji Maharaj.”
All the actions of a devotee of God
are for the pleasure of his beloved
God. Shantaba also had such a
unique devotion to Shreeji
maharaj. Shantaba requested Sura
Bhakt to call Shreeji maharaj here.
Maharaj has protected us a lot.

At that time, Shreeji Maharaj
was sitting in the darbar of
Dadakhachar in Gadhada. Sura
bhakt came and requested to come
to Loya but Maharaj refused. Sura
bhakt said, “if you do not come to
Loya, | will do penance here.”
Maharaj said, “what kind of
penance?” Bhakt said, “Maharaj, |
was eating 3 times a day at home.
Staying with you, | will eat 5 times a
day, because | cannot go home
without you, and | have to stay with
you as a saint. Hearing this, Shree
hari laughed and said yes to
Surakhachar.

After somedays, Shreeji
Maharaj reached Sarangpur with
many saints and haribhaktas and
performed the Janmashtami
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festival. From there Shree Hari
went to Kariyani. Celebrated Diwali
Utsav, Annakoot, Prabodhini utsav
and gave many blessings to his
bhaktas. Jinabhai from Panchala
also came to darshan and
requested maharaj to come to
Panchala. Maharaj asked
Brahmanand swami and
Nityananad swami, “Now what to
do? Where to go?” Saints said, “Oh
Lord! It’s up to you.” Maharaj said,
“let’s Manki Ghodi (mare) decide,
where to go?” Manki Ghodi chose
the way of Loya.

Reaching Loya, Surabhakt and
Shantaba perform a grand
welcome for Lord Swaminarayan.
As soon as everyone in the
surrounding villages came to know
about it, the next day, sixty maunds
of brinjals were brought in carts by
devotees. Succumbing to the loving
devotees, Shreeji maharaj himself
prepared a Brinjal’s shaak in twelve
maunds of Ghee. Shreeji maharaj is
stirring the shaak with a big spoon
and used to clean hands on dhoti

that he was wearing. This
wonderful sight was rare even for
Deities. Prepared millet
rotas(rotlas). The vegetables made
by Shreeji maharaj's hand and also
served by Maharaj himself, the
taste of the vegetables was
amazing. All vegetables were
eaten. Shreeji maharaj gave all the
devotees a wonderful lifetime
memory of this Shakotsav.

Pleased with the devotion of
Shantaba and Surkhachar, Shreeji
Maharaj stayed there for two
months. Even in this small village,
Maharaj filled everyone with
happiness by talking about Atma-
Paramatma and Brahma-
Parabrahman, which everyone will
understand by reading Loya's
Vachanamruts.This Bhaktaraj did
not understand much in the
intricacies of the scriptures, but he
was very fond of Shreeji maharaj
and became engrossed in satsang.
What wonder that such a unique
Bhaktaraj should subdued Shreeji
maharaj!
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